T he outbreak of the Industrial Revolution in England and Scotland, which dates around 1760s, triggered numerous changes in social life of the inhabitants of the Western world. Along the development of modern machinery, there appeared the factory system, which involved a new type of employee. Together with the appearance of factories, the demand for respecting one's rights for proper working conditions emerged. As the sources claim, Seemingly, the first attempts of strikes were futile, but they were soon repeated with greater success.
Building, at Greene Street and Washington Place and attracted the attention of not only New York inhabitants, but also the citizens of the whole Eastern coast of the US.
On the following day, March 26, the press offered a variety of possible versions of the fire and its causes. The Washington Herald issued on that day presented a detailed description of the events in the article on its front page, entitled 142 Die When Shirtwaist Factory Burns, stressing that Long rows of coffined dead on the shedded morgue pier (…) marked the work of fire in the Asch Building 3 . The author gives a very vivid, but terrifying testimony of the events, stating: Girl employes [original spelling -auth.] leap to death from windows and adds that there were Bodies piled in heaps on sidewalks 4 . The horrible scene of corpses lying in the street is presented by the author:
When the fire came, men and women leaped into the street by dozens and died there. There were fifty-three corpses on the Greene street sidewalk when the reporters got there. There were more dead at the bottom of the elevator shaft, and many more, some of them burned to mere skeletons, on the upper floor
The author continues by enumerating the bodies being gathered from the puddles by firemen led by Chief Croker and the police inspectors.
On the same day, March 26, there appeared an article in The New York Tribune, in which more details were revealed. The author suggests that the factory doors were closed, which may be the reason of so many deaths of the workers: Access to stairway may have been barred 6 . At the time, locking the door was a common practice used to prevent theft. In the paper, the words of Fire Chief Croker are cited: He saw a pile of bodies six feet high against that door 7 , which may suggest that the workers grouped by the exit and died of wound and suffocation. The article is enriched by a detailed plan of the building as well as several pictures presenting the bodies and the people who were responsible for the rescue mission. Alfred Ludwig, who is depicted as a well-known specialist, Assistant Superintendent of Buildings says that the building which burned should have had three stairways instead of two 8 , which may be the main reason of the number of casualties. Another issue mentioned by Ludwig is the material used:
The stairways were protected by a four-inch terra cotta wall, which was thick enough to last until the tenants could pass out, but there were no fire walls 9 .
As Ludwig suggests, the improper plan of the building was accepted in 1900, the same year the place was (also) erected, by Thomas J. Brady, the former Superintendent of Buildings. He added that In so far as the stairways were concerned, there was a violation of the Building Code
10
. He concluded, claiming that a revision of the Building Code should be performed so that similar tragedies would not happen in the future.
In the same article, there appeared a hint which gives an insight to the legal matters connected with the accident. According to his words, no such suggestion came to his office:
In view of the fact that the Building Department never notified me of any necessary changes or additional means of exit, it never occurred to me to think about these things
19 .
He added that he knew no exact number of people working inside the building he owned since he let the space to other people, factory owners.
In Undoubtedly, the law, however seemingly equal to all citizens, was applied to keep the wealthy safe in their places of entertainment, whereas was not really kept in the sweathouses, where the majority of employees were poor and uneducated immigrants.
To The organizations in question wanted to have a real impact on the investigation to be conducted, with their members as active participants. They also stressed that workers of similar companies as the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory should feel that something is to be done to make them feel safe at work so that:
the great army of girls who are going to work each morning in similar death traps may know that something is being done to protect them 24 .
The plan to fight against improper working conditions was realized, and as Vanessa H. May claims in her book:

On the front lines of this new middle-class women's reform movement stood two organizations, the Women's Trade Union League (WTUL) and the National Consumers' League. These organizations led the way in setting the agenda for women's labor reform and, later, state and federal labor laws. Along the way they formed connections with other organizations that shared their commitment to reaching out to working-class women and children
25 .
Yet another issue connected with the tragedy, was the problem of identifying the dead. It says:
More than one hundred thousand people had passed down the Charities Dock to look over the broken and burned bodies of lying in their rude wooden coffins and to try to identify them, the police estimated at 6 o'clock last night. And this estimate did not include the thousands on thousands who were turned away
.
After that night, still some bodies remained unrecognized, mainly because of terrible state of the corpses. Such condition made it impossible for the factory workers to evacuate in times of danger and was the direct cause of such a huge number of casualties.
On April 9, The Tacoma Times published a photograph of the only fire escape in the premises. The paper says:
The iron shutters on the windows which led to the small, flimsy fire escape opened outward so that a girl on the fire escape landing could not reach the fire escape without closing the door behind her 30 .
The escape landing was not enough to give the workers any possibility of leaving the place. Many people fell from it and lost their life. The author continues commenting on the state of the stairways:
Students of the New York university, who stood during the progress of the fire at the very window from which the photograph was taken, declare that none of the girls reached safety from the fire escape, which was only a cheap, flimsy contraption, installed to comply technically with the law 31 .
The final conclusions drawn were as follows: The company owners were accused of murder and the press left no trace of solidarity with the two.
Ultimately, factory owners were fined for wrongful deaths, not murder. However there were numerous witnesses claiming that locking the exit doors was a common practice, the two men were claimed not guilty of murder. As the press articles say: It indicates that several more trials were to come since the victims' relatives sought justice.
After the accident, several changes in US construction law were implemented: That feminist and labor activist, born in near Chełm in the Kingdom of Poland, who migrated to the US with her parents as a child, participated in the so called "Uprising of the 20,000", the New York shirtwaist strike that took place in 1909 that was the first step in acquiring more privileges by the factory workers. Numerous bills were passed to regulate labor and one of them was the so-called "54 hour bill". It said: All female employees (…) under the compromise measure are limited to nine hours ped [per -auth.] day and not to exceed 54 hours per week, which was a huge leap towards labor regulations 43 .
